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old! Colorado’s gold rush began in 1859 when the first significant
deposits were discovered near Idaho Springs and Clear Creek near
Denver. The fever spread, though slowly, to the Pikes Peak area.
n 1890 and 1891 prospectors discovered the rich gold ore that
touched off the legendary Cripple Creek & Victor Gold Rush. The
ranching country on Pikes Peak's western slopes was quickly transformed
as prospectors flocked to the area to seek their fortunes in gold.

With the discovery of gold, it became a priority to link the Cripple
Creek and Victor Mining District to Colorado Springs, Florence and
beyond. Stage roads and three railroads were built to carry construction
materials, food, clothing, coal, ore and people to and from the mining
district towns and goldfields.

Some of those historic rail routes now comprise the segments of a
grand loop of back country adventure called the Gold Belt National
Scenic Byway (see map on page 6). Still other historic routes offer more
opportunities to explore the 1890’s connections to Florissant and
Colorado Springs.

ALTH OF ADVENTURE

Touring the southern
portion of the Gold
Belt leads you through his-
toric milling towns, where
today rafting, antiquing,
fossils and dinosaur
remains are unique attractions - the Royal Gorge Country.

The northern part of the Gold Belt is Colorado’s Gold Country - the
famous Cripple Creek & Victor Gold Mining District. The Golden Loop, a
side tour of the Gold Belt, offers an up-close look at the 1890’s mining
structures via The Trails of Gold, scenic drives, mountaintop overlooks,
mining exhibits and museums. It is a perfect outing for a day or a week.

Along the Golden Loop are historic and modern mining and milling
operations, remnants of railroading, active ranching, the social center of
Cripple Creek, and the working towns of Victor and Goldfield. If you like
to venture off the beaten track, historic inns offer a perfect home away
from home while you explore Colorado’s Gold Country.
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